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ABSTRACT 

The function of schooling on different levels in the 
direction of the processes of social mobility which influence the 
development of rural areas in Poland were studied during 1967-71. 

Data was collected by means of a network of 35 permanent teacher 
correspondents, as well as 2 field stations which were operated for 3 
years in 2 investigated villages. The areas for which information was 
provided included attendance of rural youth in various types of 
schools; dropouts in the rural areas; the level of pupil's knowledge 
and ability; and schooling retardation and its effects on unequal 
educational opportunity. Selected conclusions only were presented in 
this report since reports of the research as a whole are to be 
published in book form. Trends indicated by the research include the 
need to (1) strengthen rural schools by eliminating their present 
dispersion and by opening new, more centralized networks based on 
bussing, (2) strengthen the rural teaching personnel by raising 
qualifications and specialization, (3) introduce gradually universal 
secondary education in city and country, (4) improve the system of 
student selection, and (5) modernize teaching methods. (PS) 
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ACGISSIBILITT OF SCHOOLING ON DIFFERENT 
LEVEUS TO RURAL lODTH. FINDINGS OF RESEARCH 



The proportion o£ those ei^loyed In agrloulture (36»5)() 
/!/ and live in the village Is still high In Po» 

land. Hence the proper control of geograpbleaJ. aohllity, of 
the processes of migration and urbanisation is of basic po- 
litical and economic inqportanee. Poland is also among the 
countries where the village continues to differ from the torn 
in many respects • where there is still an essential differ- 
entiation in living conditions and opportunities between ru- 
ral and urban inhabitants* Therefor direction of the pro- 
cesses of vertical social mobility aiming to eliminate exist- 
ing disproportions and unequal opportunity is among the im- 
portant tasks o£ social policy which condition the gradual 
realization of the socialist system’s egalitarian ideology* 
The present study is devoted to the function of school- 
ing on different levels in the direction of the processes of 
social mobility which influence the develoraent of the rural 
areas in various ways* All the findings cited here derive 
from research conducted in 1967-1^71* Most of them come from 
the work of the present author and his research team* which 
included Drs. Zbigniew Kwieeinski and Hlodzimierz flnclawski* 
conducted in three agricultural counties in Ploek* Torun and 
Hod awek* Besides a poll and statistical research* the metdt- 
od was applied of many years observation by means of a net- 
work of 55 penanent teacher correspox^ents as well as 2 
field stations which operated for 5 years in 2 investigated 
villages (Z.Ksleclnski and W*flnelawski). The qualitative 
aspects of the processes in question were thus unrestigated 
by the method of controled observation in 57 localities* For 
understandable reasons the present paper presents only sev- 
eral selected conclusions from research which as a whole is 
thusfar being published in 5 books (H.Eosakiewiett Kariery 
plockle (Flock Careers)* Sskolnictwo a uprsemyslowienie 
(Schooling and Industrialisation)* 1971* pp*?14i Z •Kwieein- 
ski* Funked onowsnl a sskoly wiejskied w rejonie imrseavslcwia- 
nym (Functioning of Rural Schools in Induetrislised Regions) 
/in print/; 1*Winelawskl* Prseuiany srodowiska wyehowawesego 
wsi w wyniku uprsemyslowienia redonu (Changes in the Rural 
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Educational Envlronaent aa a Reault of the Indue: cation 

of a Region)) /in print/. 

Attendance of rural youth in Taridua tTpes aehoola 

Equality of access to ▼arioua schools would he theoret- 
ically ideal only if the proportion of pupils and students 
of the different social groups corresponded) at least appro- 
zLnately) to their percentage of the population. Publicists 
in the field of education have been aainly concerned about 
changing these proporttons in Poland's higher educational in- 
stitutions. For here students of intelligentsia origin oc- 
cupy acre than half the places ) although this stratum is a 
minority of the population.And eonversely-the number of young 
people of worker and peasant origin is very low in propor- 
tion.Ihus in 1969~19?0 children of peasants constituted 15.9% 
of the total in full time and evening aehools of all typeS) 
children of workers- 29.1%. Whereas children of aental work- 
ers constituted 50.5% ox all full time students. Xhe situa- 
tion is better in the considerably more difficult evening 
schools: workers' children- 57.1%» peasants' children- Id. 6% 
and children of aental workers- 25%. 

Ihe aoeial disproportions on the higher educational lev- 
el and the quest for remedial measures distracted, attention 
for many years from the causes of the ' disproportions which 
lay in the selection made 5 years prior to the competitive 
examinations for schools of higher learning. The poblieation 
of national data on the social origin of secondary school 
pvqpils eoaneneed only several years ago.These data show that 
children of workers constituted 45.1%) of peasants - 26.8% 
and of aental workers- 21.1% of all p:q>ils in full time .vo- 
cational schools. These indicators hence approximate more 
closely the ratios of the different social strata to the na- 
tional population. But this pertains to schools which prepare 
for higher education to a very saall degree, since an- appre- 
ciable aadority of vocational aehool pupils attended elemen- 
tary vocational sehoola idiieb do not qualify for a seeondarr 
school diploma. While of thoae who atudled in technical 
schools irtileh do so qualify, a large proportion (5/4) do not 
go in for higher education, at least not directly from tech- 
nical school. The general secondary aehool remaina the prin- 
cipal preparatory school for higher education. And the ait- 
uation in these sehoola is essentially different than in vo- 
cational aehools. In 1969/70 children of workers constituted 
27 .4%. of peasants- 17.4% and of mental workers- 47.7% of all 
pupils in the penultiaate class before graduation. These 
proportions were quite siailar to the later ones in higtor 
educational institutions . 

Before turning froa these general quantitative indices 
to soae qualitative ones .let us cite the findings of research 
conducted in 1968 which eabraced 1526 piqpils of 7 vocational 
schools (froa elementary and technical to post soconda^) of 
oheaical and petrochealcal apecial-isations at Flock, ^ese 
schools were investigated according to the criteria of the 
geographic and soci - - ■ - • •- «aa 
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thoritative (elementary vocational)» (the technical 

school) and the '*&e8t*'i i.e.i the higher type post secondary 
graduate school* It turned out that the geographical range 
of the Flock schools practically embraced the whole of Po- 
land»The pupils » in quest of an attractive vocation and well 
paid jobSfCame to this new industrial centre and its schools 
even irom remote parts of the country.The factor ox distance 
plays a big role here» for of the 920 pupils come from 

the industrial region where the schools are located (youth 
from Flock occupy 390 placesifrom neighbouring Gostynin-122f 
Slerpc* 104 and from more distant Plo 2 u>k- only 38 places. 
Howaver* those who come from remote provinces are as a rule 
■ore selective » a larger number of them choose the best 
8Chool8fi»e*t which afford the best opportunities and the 
most desirable jobs .Thus t of the 1928 pupils of the 7 inves- 
tigated Plock schools those from outside Warsaw province con- 
stituted only 1.2^ of the elementary chemical school /2/ pu- 
pilSf 27^ of the chemical technical schools /3/ and 39*4^ 
of the pupils at the state chemical teclinlcal schools for se- 
condary school graduates. /4/ These data ore confirmed by 
other research (M.Pohoski’Sf for instance) which establishes 
that not only the ambitious but also the most prepared intel- 
lectually migrate to distant places»for educational purposes 
too. But the l^gher selectivity of those from distant prov- 
inces is only a secondary effect of the prior natural selec- 
tion of candidates to schools in the Plock region. This sit- 
uation flows from the established fact that every second stu- 
dent from distant parts of the country and from Warsaw prov- 
ince and oody 20^ of the students living in that industrial 
region had previoxisly finished secondary school. It thus 
turns out that completed general education (second.ary school 
graduation) makes it easier to benefit irom the eaucational 
opportunities not only at the place of residence but also in 
distant parts of the country^ not only on the level of high- 
er education but also in postgraduate institutions. 

Obsex^tions and conclusions baaed only on data pertain- 
ing to the territorial range of the Plock vocational schools 
require considerable modification and supplementation if the 
out of town pupils are regarded not from the vieiQ>oint of 
the distance of their permanent residence from the Plock 
schools t but in respect of their social origin. According to 
the parents* occupstional structurs ths respondent ^oup of 
920 aecondtry chemical and building construction school pu- 
pils breaks down as follows: 

number percentage 



Children ox worker* 


122 


13.0 


" " larasrs 




40.9 


of which: 






0-2 ha 


31 




6-10 h* 


200 




otn 10 h. 


47 




no information on farm aita 


5i 




" ox' aental worker. 


115 


12.5 


" " bandieraftaaen and othara 163 


17.8 


Ho information on occ\ 4 >ation 







.4 



- 4 - 



Quantitatively peasant youth benefitted most from 
the Flock schools* They occupied almost every second place 
in schools above the elementary level* But a breakdown of 
the data according to the type of school they attended shows 
that their educational advance was weakest in respect of 
quality* For pupils of peasant origin constituted only 13^ of 
po^t secondary technical schools » 33% of full tine a^ even- 
ing technical school pupils and as much as 65J& of elementary 
vocational schools-publicly regarded as the lowest grade* 

The situation was the direct opposite with children of 
the intelligentsia: only 4*7% of elementary vocational school 
pupils» 6*4% of technical schools and as much as 31«7% of 
post secondary schools* 

The educational advance of peasant youth was thus most 
massive in numbers but lowest in quality* This is confirmed 
by nationwide data* Peasant youth occiny every third place 
in full time elementary vocational schools and every fifth 
place in secondary (full time technical) vocational schools* 
In general » social status seems to be a more effective deter- 
minant of advancement by education- in a qualitative sense- 
than is the distance of the schooling centre, where a young 
person seeks to advance himself, from the place of residence* 
The situation in this respect is still worse with the 
general secondary school* Here peasant youth constitute a 
little more than 15% of pupils, of idiicn 2/3 are girls* It 
is important, of course, to establish the reasons why worker 
and paesant youth are mainly concentrated in elementary vo- 
cational schools, attend technical schools to a leaser extent 
and least general secondary schools* The example of Flock 
sxiggests deeper mechanisms operating here than proximity of 
\ schools or their inadequate number of places* For the Flock 

research pertains to a region without any shortage of school 
seats due to the exhuberant e^ansion of education effected 
j by industrialisation* In fact, during the period of research 

\ a number of schools there could not recruit the necessary 

I number of candidates* The present study is mainly devoted 

precisely to this question of the unequal access to education 
on the higher than elementary Itvel, especially to the gener- 
al secondary school which matures for higher education* 

Dropouts in the rural areas 

I Dropouts in the rural areas was investigated by Z*Kwie- 

cinski in Flock and Swiecie counties* He examined 673 indi- 
viduals of whoa 593 dropped out of rural elementary school* 
The author concluded that this is still a relatively frequent 
phenomenon which limits the educational possibilities of the 
rural youth* For it is obvious that any further social ad- 
vance by means of education is impoasiMe without at least 
finishing elementary school* The primary causes of dropouts 
flow from the fact that a certain part or peasant families, 
particularly those living at the periphery of school dis- 
tricts, still find themselves outside the direct range of 
the socio-economic changes effected by induatrializanon as 
well as the backward and difficult acnooling conditions* 

Besides, the coniiderable growth of employment outside 
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■erloultur* liM eraated a naw daaand for labour powar in the 
taailj. ihia aharpenad tha eoaflletlne situation batveen tba 
obligations to the school and to the fara, especially for 
boys. Thera is a csrtain ioprovenent here tbou^, since tha 
nunbar of foms finished before dropping out is greater than 
before the was or in the first few yeara I'olloving.UoreoTer, 
a higher proportion of parsons contintte their education later 
at evening or corraspondanca courses- on their o«n initiative 
or under tha influence of the faaily* ^ 

Doainant aaong the causes of -rural dropouts are those 
of an econoaic charaetar (the fara production structure • tha 
children’s work burden» the fern’s aatarial position) and of 
a psyohosoaatic nature . (differences In the physical and aen- 
tal developaent of rural children). Our research has estab- 
lished a relative decline In the influence of econoaic fac- 
tors- due to the positive changes in the rural areas- and a 
shift of the centra of gravity to psychosonatic causes .i.e.. 
those depending on certain physical and aantal handicaps of 
children sbo gro* 19 in unfavourable sociocultural condi- 
tlons. 

Dropping out of school is usually due to a coabination 
of causes of vsylng force snd sequence of action. Soae aay 
be called obje^ive. external in relation to the pupil. such 
as: a) tha fanllT struoture, b) place of residence, c) dis- 
tance froa school, d) tba fanily’s aatarial situation. e) the 
f sally’s attituds to inbringing .Others are subjective, i.e.. 
connected with tha pupil’s personality: a) the level of aen- 
tal developaent. b) physical developaent. state of health, 
c) aspirations, d) pa^sm of behaviour, etc. Soae of the 
causes are clearly related to upbrin^ng in the faaily. 1 
positive change in this respect consists in tha fact that in 
regions undergoing deep-going socio-oeonoaic change duo to 
indutrialisation.tha faaily is aver lass inclined to influ- 
ence the .children to drop out of school. Our research nevei> 
theless establishes that the question of an equal start eax^ 
not be solved without overcoalng tba dropping out pbonoaonon* 
beginning with oloaantary school .Otherwise it is hardly pos- 
sible to unleash in tha process of education all tha talents 
and abilities latent, in the aassos.This applies all the aore 
to Poland’s present denographic depression which dictates 
tte need to utilise buaan resaxvas to the highest degree. in- 
cluding (if not priaarily) tha rural sesarvas vMch consti- 
tute iSia aaia source of future candidates for schools of all 
types and for the labour aarket. 

Tba pupils’ level of knowledge and ability 

The chief eauae of the difference in the educational le- 
vel of provincial and city youth soeas to lio in the funo- 
tioning of rural and urban eleaOntaiy schools. According to 
research conducted by Z.Kwiaeinski in Brudsaa Puny and other 
villages of Flock couaty.ths difforeneo in the level of know- 
ledge and ability is vary great .This research which aahraeed 
36 ^ pupils and 1$6 foras m 19^ also disolosed a sharp dif- 
ference in this respect between urban and rural sleasntary 
school pupils. Thus the percentage index of task fulfillaent 
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(tho Konopnleki test) stood at 21 for the pupils of all the 
investigated rural classes and at 44.? for the pupils of ur> 
han schools. It aaj hence be asserted that in Floclc county 
(and it is representative in this respect of the situation in 
other ai-eas) the educational level was twice as high in the 
urban than in the rural schools. 

That was conflraed by Kwiecinski’s research of 1971 in 
the Torun and Wloclawek counties. The median points for the 
solution of test problems (in a group of }p2}0 elementary 
school pupils) in the field of the humanities amounted to 
24.23 Tor urban schools in Vloclawekt 20.9 for small town 
schools and 14.36 for rural schools. For tests in mathematics 
ax>d natural science subjects to 26.23»21.39 and 16.?8 noints 
respectively. Research in Torun county (on 3608 pupils) rec- 
orded the median points for a test in the humanities as 27.9 
in the cityt 20.3 in small towns and 14.3 in the peripheral 
villages. Tests in mathematics and the natural sciences 
showed a similar divergence between the city and its periph- 
eral villages (29.3 against 17*2 points). 

Research furthermore indicates that a considerable num- 
ber of rural school pupils may be regared as functional semi 
-literates* while only a few can be said to represent a very 
good or excellent level. Thus 31 •4% of urban pupils were 
shown by the research to deserve a good or very good rating 
in general knowledge as coi^ared to 7,7f of rural school pu- 
pils In the sane region. And conversely- the category of pu- 
pils considered deficient In the general level of knowledge 
amounted to 40.39( in the ruz-al areas and only 4.*89( in the 
urban centres. 

The evident divergence in the humanities and mathemat- 
ics is the principal cause of the prevailing unequal oppor- 
tunities of the two populations for further education. This 
is reflected in the rural young peoples' mechanism of self- 
-criticalt realistic evaluation of existing possibilities 
when they shun more difficult schools with their coB^etitive 
examinations as In their objective ability to pass such ex- 
aminations when they try. Therefor the basic task for the 
-real equalisation of the educational start is to even the 
educational levels of urban and rural schools. 

The same research suggests that a very Important cause 
of the divergence in the level of knowledge- besides place 
of residence (town or country) or location of the elementiUT 
school attended- is aocio-vocational origin. As a rule* chil- 
dren of the intelligentsia in both urban' and rural schools 
showed higher attainments in the mass polls conducted. The 
differences between socio-vocational groiqts were eq-oally 
strong in town and country. For exai^le * children of unskilled 
workers in rural schools had lower grades as a rule than 
their counterparts In the city. Among pupils of rureJ schools 
in an industrialized region children of the intelligentsia 
attained the highest results: 34.8% correct answers. Children 
of peasants had the lowest results: 19.2% correct* and the 
children of- unskilled ■\rorkers-2l.2%.Children of mental worlo- 
ers also attained the best ratings in urban schools: 3C.6%i 

children of skilled workers occupied secoztd place with 39.1% 
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while children of unskilled workers scored the lowest: 

It is significant that the group of children of the rural 
intelligentsia represent the same level as the lowest educa- 
tional level group of urban childrentHence the plaoe of res- 
idence turns out to be a stronger determinant here than the 
parents' soeiovocational eategorpt 

The problem was considered of such Importsncc that we 
investigated it anew with other methods and in a different 
location. Thu.'i WtWinclawskl tested the ratings of pupils of 
calBses VI to Ylll inclusive in 20 village ooaaunlties of 
Bielsk hamlet iddch were divided into 3 sones socoxdlng to 
the distance from the centre of the industrial town .The vil- 
lages were divided into *\ groups: a) suburban villagest(l)f 
b)villages of median oomauting time to Flock but with a wide 
amplitude of roads t (Ila)t e) villages of median commuting 
tlji;e to Flock but with few roads t (llb)f d) tnieal agricul- 
tuicl villages far from townt (III) and e) the agricultural 
township Bielskt (B). 

The investigated villages degree of urbanisation rises 
in the order of Illf Ilbt Hat If B« 

In 1970 the villages of the distinguished sones recorded 
the following schooling results(by the pv^ils of forms ITfV, 
VltVIIfVHI, of a possible 49 points): 



IIs- 19.9 19.9 19.2 n.i n.i 

Ilb- 24.9 17.9 17.4 19.6 n.i 

III- 18.9 17*2 16.9 16.0 12.7 

/z/ n.i. - no information either beeause the resesreh is 
still in progress or because the school in question 
is of s lower grade without form VIII. 

The findings are definite: the results of schooling de- 
cline with the drop in the level of rural urbanlsationt or 
with the rise of rustieisa. What's interesting is that the 
research did not establish way clear influence of the schools 
per se on the educational result/ , for ezample» in the ele- 
mentary school of the agiloultural towship Bielsk local pu- 

? ils scored 26.4 points idiile those from neighbouring vil- 
ages studying at the same school rated oorrespondinglf 19.9f 
18.9f 17.9i lo.9 snd 16 points. 

The Vinolawskl research in question also established 
that the frequency of school attendance drops in pr<vortioa 
to the degree the locality is of an agricultural character. 
Thus, idiile the average 1969-1970 attendance in Bielsk town- 
ship amounted to 96.9fin the highly urbanised rural none ad- 
jacent to Flock it stood St 94.9Wf ih the median distanoe 
none at 91 % and in the distant sons at 90.7%. fhere is hard- 
ly any need to prove that the frequency of school sttendanee 
stands in direct relation with the results of education and 
promotion. 

A third verification of the proposition regarding the 
relation between the place of residence and rural or urban 
character of the school attendedf on the one handt and the 
teaching level, on the other, is provided by the present au- 
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tlier'a r«s«areh of 1971 through tho iastruBontalitjr of the 
Folloh kotAmjf of Seioneo teoohor oorroopondonto ot Flock 
eouBtp. Iho rooooroh eabroeod 311 pvpllo idio fiaiohed fon 
VIII in 1970 and 1462 obo ■ntrleulatod froa tho Inrootlgatod 
aehoela ovar 196(V-1970i ineludlng 737 «2io finished rural ol- 
oaontarp sehools. 

Baaonreb .eonduotod «ith indapondent aathods axid on other 
populations fully eonfim the findings of Kwieeinski and Vin- 
slavsfci. discussed aboro. Children's aedian ratings were in- 
Toatigated in the huaanitiestaatheaatics and natural science 
aubdeeta according to the parents' aocio-Tocational . catego- 
ries .In the teat of proaoted pi^ilst hence of those who could 
not be rated lower than pasai^ (aark 3)» it was established 
that children of famers also received the lowest aark» 3»in 
the above aubdecta.Xhe aaae average rating was scored by the 
ohlldren of part-tine famers. Children of unskilled and 
skilled workem scored soneidiat hi^er In the above subjects • 
3 . 3 . lbs ratings of aental workers' eblldmn were decidedly 
higher: in tho bnaanitlos- 3.9» is aatheaatios and natural 
seionoes-3.8.This was the case with both urban and rural pu- 
pila.fiut narked diffemacea appeared when the sane data pe^ 
talned to the aedian ratings scored by piqiils groiqied not 
according to the father's socio-vocational afl'illation but 
according to the father's educational level- independent of 
his occupation. The differentiation established above then 
tuned out to be -narked. Thus, ebildren of parents who did 
not finish oloaentary aehool had a general aedian rating of 
3.2tthoao idioso fathom had a oohploted oleaentary education 
scored 3.9 ia the huaanitias and 3.3 in aatheaatics and na- 
tural aclenee sUbjocta .Children ihose fathom coapleted sec- 
ondary school regiaterM a considerable juap in their level 
of knowledge: tho aadlan for the huaanitlea aaounted to 4.3, 
for SAtheaatios and natural acienco subjects- to 3.6.Finallyt 
children lAoae pamnta had a coqloted higher education 
acomd the hi^at: 4.2 and 4.3 mspeotivolytor close to the 
aark very good on the scale of school rating. 

She data Bay be analysed in still another aanneri naae- 
-lyt by chocking the fmquoney of tbs very good rating (hence 
the ablest in a aehool sense) according to the father's edu- 
eational groiv.fhus in the group of polls whoso fathom had 
not finished eleaantary school only 291 scored very good in 
the huaanities and 2.6p in aatheaatios and natural science. 
Wham the fathom had a oosploted oleaentary education tho 



gooa in too nuBaaitioa ana ib.en in nathsaaties and natural 
seioneo .VlBAllyt pupils of the highest eategoryi i.o.i whoso 
fathom had a coapleted higher eduoatloaias aueh as 41.4 and 
5(W scored very good in the fomor aM latter mspeettvoly. 
(The last figuma are the least muablo because of the aaall 
nuaber of mspoadents Solved in proportion to the total in- 
vostiaated pepulation.}. 

Ibo investigation by Z.Ewiooinski in 1971 in tho forun 




ERIC 
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to the parents* educational level 
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It appears that the established extremelj sharper dif- 
rerentiation in the lewel of learning according to the fath- 
er’s education than according to the parents’ oeeupationsl 
category deserves serious attention. Xhis pertains particu- 
larly to progranning reoedial oeasures and to working out 
sore effective systeas of preference for children of workers 
and peasant origin In the entire school systea. 

Schooling retardation and its effects on 
unequal eduoational opportunity 

Retarded schooling expressed in finishing school at an 
older age than the noxaal or dropping out is a separate cause 
of inequality of educational opportunity and of the handicaps 
faced by worker and peasant youth *s desire for knowledge. 
The proportion of retarded pupils is definitely higher in 
the later classes and In rural schools. This phenomenon ex- 
ists also in urban schools but there is a considerable quan- 
titative difference bere.Thus» for instance! in Kwiecinskl*s 
investigation (of 3656 pupils)each fourth pupil in the agri- 
cultural areas of Plock county was retarded In sehool age as 
compared to only 6.8J( in Flock city schools. His research 
further demonstrated that retarded piq>ils as a rule display 
a lower level of knowledge and that a considerably smaller 
proportion of them passed the tests. This was confiraed by 
the present author’s above cited research which established 
oonsiderably lower aedian ratings for retarded pupils than 
for those of noraal sehool age. 

Thus with pupils of proper school age the aedian ratings 
in the humanities were 3*3 points and in mathematics and na- 
tural science 3>55> Vith one year’s retardation the median 
ratings dropped to 3*10 and 3*0? respectively* as compared to 
3*00 for those retarded by two years. This fully establishes 
retarded pvpils* lower level of knowledge. That their marks* 
though niniiul* are still of the passing level is due to the 
fact that only promoted pupils were examined. The figure of 
26% retardation in the rural schools almost fully corresponds 
to Kwieclnski’s finding. 

Since the above data cause statistical differences to 
shrink by comprising only promoted pupils and thus operati^ 
with a limited rating scale (3-passing* 4-good*5-very good)* 
it nay be well to cite data on this question obtained by . 
Z.Ewlecinski* He tested the level of knowledge in Wloclawek 
county schools of all pupils* promoted and left over. While 
in the town schools pupils ahead by one year scored 33*9 
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point! In tb! too teiti (uthtnatioi and the huaaaltles)|tha 
xospactlT! leorai ior nornal lohool age pupila were 27.8 and 
17.3. Iba eorraaponding rating! for tboaa ratardad by two 
years were 12.6 and 8.1 points and ons ysar ratardad pupila 
seorad lb«8 In town and 8.9 in tha country. 

tbs faeta that rural sobools raprassnt tba lowest tsaeb- 
iag larsl. bars tbs largsst nunbsr of dropouts and bigbsst 
proportion of ratardad pupils, that tbs parsnts of obildran 
studying tbara nostly belong to tba sooio-Tooational category 
of peasants and unaldllsd worksrs witb oonplatsd or inooa- 
platad alanantary sobool education* v^l of thaaa oonstituto 
a sat of Tariablas which in all rasaarobas turned out to bo 
unifomly correlated witb a low level of taaobina.Tbia leads 
to tba fundanental conclusion tbat tba abarp differenos in 
tbs IsTsl of knowledge bstwesn urban and rural sleasntsry 
school pupils sffsots a dsoided dirfsrentiation of opportu- 
nity in intallaotual and everyday life already at the obresb- 
old of post alanantary education. Tooso difforenoos consti- 
tute a basic social force which iapolls soloction beginning 
with the secondary school level in a direction contrary to 
state policy and socialist ideology. 

Sons eonolusiona 

The above dssoribed ressarob and the stock of knovlodgs 
not oitsd bore suggost the following conclusions regarding 
.the onuses of the prevailing inequality of aeesss to various 
level schools: 

1) There is a eloss relation between tha level of sobool 
knowledge and a) the parents* sdueational Isvsl. b)tbsir sc- 
cio-oceupstioaal position, o) the aoooonic situation, d) tbs 
family*! education and place of rosidonosi 

2) Ibsre is a correlation between tha p\nil*s oboice of 
a postoleneatary typo school and bis sooial situation. Thoss 
bsionging to a lower socio-econonie groiv or are of a lower 
educational level choose lower level secondary and higher 
schools. So is there a correlation between the oboice of s 
school type and tbs pupil* s levsl of sobool Isarning which 
is dstsininsd priaarily by the location of tbs slsnontary 

'school and next by tba place occupied by tba pupil* s lanily 
on tbb sooial laddsrt 

3) Oeoisions oonosming tbs oboios of post-slsnentary 
sobools reflect tbs proosssss of spontaneous social ssloction 
whioh can by only weakened but not olininatod by deliberate 
educational policy: 

4) Aaong pupils of tbs sans level of knowledge graduat- 
ing schools, sspecially gensral sscondary. schools. are obosen 
by those whose sooial position is nore favourable and in re- 
spect of seaby girlsi 

5) Tba above nantioned forces of social selection. ante- 
cedant to the cboico of school, act with grsatsr intensity 
anong tbs sons rather than tbs daughters of peasants. Boys 
prefer tschnical sobools. girls- general secondary sobools. 
This nakss it ^fficult to avoid tbs fsninisation /3/ of 
higher educational institutions and to maintain a proper so- 
cial oonposition in tbs schools. 
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■•taxdtd ■otaMliBC HMOttraMi th# etaolea of bob sradti- 
■tiat BokoelB* lad Biaeo Mtardod popils prodoaiaato la th« 
rural araatt aoat or thaa applj to olaaaatary Tocational 
■ehooltfi 

6) roiaal aolootlTO iaatitatioaat aueh aa rapaUtiOD of 
elaaa fill aad prallaiaary oiaaiaatioaa oalj load to a allaht 
eorraotioa of pupila* plaaa* thaaa ehaataa ealy daopaa ^ 
oarlior proeoao of apoa t aaaoua aoelal aolaotioat althouali 
rapotitioa of atodlaa aad oiaaiaatioaa aeouratoly diatiaguiah 
low froa adaquata loaola of haowladgai 

7) daoac pupila of tho aaaa oocial poaitioa aad ogual 
laaal of kaowladgot paaaaat youth aora raraly ehooaa ttaa ga« 
aaral oaooadary aohool aad aora oftaa olaaaatary uoeatioaal 
aohoola.Iba oauao hara too auat ba aought outaido tba aohool 
oyataa* 

Tha rala of iaeoatiTao aad oouBtar-iaooativaa 
ia tha ophara of aooooo to odueatioa 

fha oiapla fact that oehoola aboaa tha alaaoatary laval 
ara ooaoaatratad ia oitiaa anrta aa iaportaat iafluaaea oa 
tho aoeooo of odueatioa* dll ohildraa lialag ia tha raaota 
proriaeao eoofroat tha prablaa of diotaaea froa aohool* thia 
eaa ba evareoaa aithar by travoUag to aohool or by pariodi- 
oally liviag oa tha aohool praaiaoa* 

Iho aboao oitad raaaareh of praaoat duthor'a oa 7 of tha 
aoat attraetivo nook aoeatioaal oehoola oatabliahad that 
0d*7d of tho pupila traaalod to aohool dai^* 21*5 lived ia 
publle boardiag oehoola or doraitoriOB*27*7a ia private lodg- 
laga (baaidoa tha 6*6|i aho lived ia aorkara* hoatala)* 

It ia obvloua that aaotiag tha prablaa of diataaeo froa 
aohool iavolvoa oipaadituraa by tha faaily* Tho aagaitudo of 
thaaa eoata aaa oabahliahad aad tha iafluaaea they aay axart 
OB the doeiaioa of youag people aad their paraata to ohooao 
aoaa aad aot other oehoola aaa aaalyiad* no aagaitudoa of 
tho folloaiag chief oo^oaaata of taa eipaaditura iavoivad 
ware ealeulatadi a) eoat of bouaiag* bl rood* o) aorvieaa 
(laundry* oleetrie poaar* ate*)* d) pookot aoaay* The gath- 
ered data oara brokoa up by typaa or pariodie raaidoaeo oa 
aohool praaiaao (boardi^ aohool. private lodgiag* aorkara* 
hoatol) aad aeeordiag to tho pupil* a aooial origia. 
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T«o r*s«rTa«ioBS should bo aotod with rogards to this 
tablo* Xt doala with avarasost htnea roal eoata wars eoasid- 
arahlj hlshar in wahj individual easas. Saeond, 127 pupils 
livad with strsagars in ths aost azpaasiva privata lodging 
housost 7 is lodgings of aequaiataaeos and 30 with ralativos. 
Tho data show that to aequira an adueation raquiras froa par- 
oats a gross aaau^ oi^oaditura of 5 to lO^OOO slotTS on ths 
avoisgo.Aeoordiag to availablo dotailad data not eitad hora» 
tho SUB is 15»000 slotvs* haaes tha priaeiplo of froa oluea- 
tioa boeoaas illusorj for a eoasidorablo part of soeiotv* It 
is avidoat that tho .ehoieo botwaaa alaaaatarv voeatioaal 
sehoolitho taohaieal school or tha Stato Taehaologieal School 
involvos alao tha choico botwaaa a two» fivo or six yaar pa- 
riod of carrying tho fiaaacial burdoa«Ia taras of oash» this 
aasas a choico batwaoa snondiag froa 10 to 20 or 30 to 60»000 
slotys gross for a 'Child's oduoatioa.lo stress gross in oach 
csss bacauso tha axpaadltura is raducod for about half tho 
pupils by tho systaa of stato stipoads* tho public boarding 
school tumad out to bo tho ohoapostt but it can remttably 
accoaodato no aora than 31% of pi^ils* Privata lodgi^stusad 
bv 20. 2%, vara tho aost oxpaasivo.But it should bo noted 
that this raprasaats a hisfior porcontaga in Plock than in 
tho rest of tho country. It is highly probable that tho high 
oost tf education is one of tho caiof obstaolos to passant 
TOuth ithoosiag bottor but loagor tora schools. Aa additional 
factor is tha fact that it is possible to oara aoaey froa 
practical work in tha olaaoata^ vocational school- and con- 
siderably aora than tho stipaads granted ia goaoral socondary 
schools. Thus, tha highest stipend in tho latter aaouats to 
320 slotvs aonthly (often paid in two iastallaonts) whilo 
raauaoratioa froa practical work in tho aloaoatary vocatio- 
nal school aaouats to 433 slotys. 

It has baaa tho policy of tho aducatioaal authorities 
thusfar to assure both stipaads and accoaodation in boarding 
schools aaialy to oloaantary vocational school pupils. In 
sua. all those factors: praforaaca in boarding schools and 
stipaads. higher stipoads. the shorter period of educational 
oxpandituras aad tho higher oamiags after finishing tho 
oloaaatary voeatioaal school could not but aako tho lattor 
aora attraetivo than the general soeoadary or post-aaturation 
schools for pouaat youth. In this aituatioa. tho fact that 
tho scant auabor of places in boarding school aad tho inade- 
quate auhber of stipends being distributed properly froa a 
social viewpoint., are of ao groat sigaifieaaeo. llor is tho 
clear praforaaca ia this raspoet by worker and passant youth, 
as iadieatod by tho rosoareh. This is priaarily so sines tho 
systaa cf stato aid iaeoativas raiaforcoa tho aotivation of 
poasaat children to choose tho oloaeatary school instead of 
tho roads loading to the university. In this Banner the ex- 
huberant devslopaant in relation to tha throe aain alas of 
education: 1) satisfaction of young pooplos* aspirations. 
2) BootiDg the Boods of tho labour narkat and 3) influoneing 
»o class structure of soeioty. aeeosplishes only tho first 
two in accord with socialist idoology.As for tho third task, 
it eaiuiot bo said to do adequately lulfillod (particularly 
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is th* aph«r* «f th« ee^aitiOB of th* latalllcMt- 
■ia by maaaa of tha laflus of vorkiac elaaa and paaaaat yeutb 
late tba (aaaral aaeeadavy aeheel aad later tha aalv arsity) . 

%ilecM 

tha dlfTieultiaa aad diatertieaa la the adueatloaal aye> 
tea aad teaehiac aetheds(daapita oadeubted foaatitatlTa pr^ 
greaa) ha(fa beea ef aaeh eoaataat eeaeeza ef the autherlttea 
that a OeHiaaieo ef a^arta* headed by nef .Jaa 6soaapaaakl» 
eaa reeeatly apaeiatad to prepare a rapert oa the atate ef 
adueatiOB la felaad^Oeapeaad ef aea-' aeeeraaaatal apeeialista* 
ita taak ia tti eralaata the fuaetioauc aad daTalepaaat ef 
tha aeheel ayatea aad te aaka prepeaala for ita iapreveaaBt 
aad ■edaraiaatioh. 

Za rafereaea te the prebleaa dealt aith ia tha praaaat 
paper* tha Coaalaaien ia te aaalna tha prarailiac ayataa ef 
ergaaiaad aad apoataaaeua aalaetioa ef p\mila aad atndaata 
for Tarioaa type aehoola. Siaea aueh aaalyaaa are aada ea 
tha baaia ef aaay aoeiologleal ereaaaetioaa (iaeladiac tha 
«rbah>rural dlTiaioa)* tha eoaeluaieaa ef tha CeaBiaaioa of 
t^rta alll azart a s^at iaflueaea ea allaiaatieB tha die>’ 
erepertieaa daaeribad ia tha praaeat atudy. The vert ef the 
OoKiaaioa ia till ia profreaa bat at leaat aeae traada eaa 
be iadieatad likely to be apprevad by it: 

a) te atraacuoB rural aehoela didaetieally by eliaiaah- 
iag their praaeat diaperaiea aad by epeaiac aao* aero ee^ 
traliaad aateerka baaad ea buaaiac* 

b) te atreacthaa tha rural teaehiac paroeaaol by raiaiac 

QUUXlUtlOU ABd ■MfilAllUtlABa 

e) to gradually iatreduea ualToraal aaeeadary odaeatioa 
ia eity aad eouatry* 

d) to iapreta tha ayataa of atudoat aad pupil aalaetioa 
by auhatitutiag eeaaeioua* ergaaiaod for apoataaaeia aelae- 
tiea* 

a) te aedazaiaa teaehiag aatheda by iatreduelag the 
lateat aaaa aedia aad audie-Tiaual feiaa ia order te alia!* 
Bate the affaeta of the ealtural diffareatial bataaaa eity 
aad eeuatry aad to raliera aeheel precraaaaa ef azeeaaiTa 
iaferaatioe traaahitted by tradltiaaal aatheda ia tha elaaa 

These are ealy aeaa of tha iataatieaa takiag ahaae* but 
they Juatify tha h^ that tha fiadiaga ef aaalagieal re- 
aaaroh tea yeara hsaea till aheu dafiaita ehaagea far tha 
batter ia ralatiaa te phaaoaaaa aaaaiag aaHaty aad diaaatle- 
faetioa today* 
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tta alasMtary vacatitMl aahaol la af 2-3 laar 
tiar art traiM taaUfiad wifean. 

Tam taaftaiaal aahaal naa f«r 9 
aal aklUs aiA a aaaaaiaiy aahaal fiaiahi^ iijiiM 

fha atata taehalaal aahaal la a aaal 

i a a tl t a tlaa af a a-} jaar taaa tar ‘Tiiralai 

•rataataa aaA affan a «aalaiaiah*a Oi^aaa. 

Ar anapla la 1970A971 

^aM lajaaaaalaatTW hMltlaa»6«f ia ^ailelaa 
▼araltlaa. 
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